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editorial 


_ For some time, the old binary of gay and straight 
has been breaking down. Now the predictable 
parade of homo personae — drag queen, leather man, 
lipstick lesbian, etc. — is giving way to a procession of 
personalized identities. Your body, your gender, and! 
your orientation can now be constructed to express 
your truest sense of self... . Even if you don’t 
consider yourself a gender radical, this spirit of 
freedom has probably influenced your persona. 
Chances are that you are who you are in a much mor 
authentic way because of it. * 


—Village Voice: 25th Annual Queer Issue (June 23-29, 2004), 
“Beyond the Stepford Queers: Welcome to the age of do-it-yourself identity” 


I can’t help looking gay. I put ona 
_ dress and people say, ‘Who's the - 
dyke in the dress?’ 


—Karen Ripley (Lesbian Comic) 


“For me, ‘lesbian identity’ is about defining our life 
and the spirit within that motivates and guides us. 
my definition of ‘lesbian identity’ is about 
affirmation. Lesbian identity is a positive action— 
loving and honoring women—not a negative or 
avoidance—the rejection of men—as many 
unknowing assume. Lesbian identity is about 
creating a life-bond with a woman, which in turn 
creates love, pride and strength within every aspect 
of our lives—not just what we share in the bedroom. 


—“Lesbian Identity” by Therese Jansen (www.lesbianworlds.com) 
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COURT RULING 
ALLOWS FIRST 
GAY DIVORCE 


(courtesy of The Canadian Press) 
TORONTO—An Ontario court 
approved Canada’s first same- 
sex divorce after a judge ruled 
that the definition of spouses in 
the Divorce Act is unconstitu- 
tional. The lesbian couple— 
identified in court documents 
only as J.H. and M.M.—married 
in June 2003, shortly after the 
Ontario Court of Appeal legal- 
ized same-sex marriages. They 
SepAbated jist days mater. 
Superior Court Justice Ruth 
Mesbur struck down the section 
of the Divorce Act that said only 
spouses—defined as a man and 
woman—can divorce. “The defi- 
nition of a spouse is unconstitu- 
tional, inoperative and of no 
force and effect,” Mesbur said. 
Lawyer Martha McCarthy, who 
represented one of the women, 
said the ruling is historic. “We 
believe that this is not just the 
first gay or lesbian divorce in 
Canada, but actually the first gay 
or lesbian divorce in the world,” 
she said outside court. “It’s an 
important step when we talk 
about the legal landscape as it 
exists at the moment.” 


MANITOBA JOINS SAME-SEX 
MARRIAGE CLUB 


(courtesy of CanWest News Service) 

The words that have defined marriage in 
Manitoba for generations were swept aside in 
minutes Thursday, opening the door for gay 
and lesbian couples to legally marry. A court 
order made Manitoba the fifth Canadian juris- 
diction to broaden the legal definition of mar- 
riage. But this case marked the first time the 
federal government did not argue against it. 
The lack of legal opposition helped push the 
case through the Manitoba courts in a little 
more than three weeks. The lawsuit was filed 
by three couples: Richard North and Chris 
Vogel, Stefphany Cholakis and Michelle 
Ritchot, and Laura Fouhse and Jordan 
Cantwell. Court of Queen’s Bench Justice 
Douglas Yard told the packed courtroom he 
had reviewed the precedents set by courts in 
British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec and Yukon, 
saying all were “eloquent, cogent, impressive, 
and compelling” reads. The three couples, along 
with dozens of supporters, let out a cheer. 
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Michael Phair Says “Vote!” 


by Suzanne Dawson 

ichael Phair, the only openly gay 

City Councillor in Edmonton, 

is running for re-election this 

October 18 in Ward 4. With a back- 

ground in Early Childhood Education, 

Michael’s priorities are health, educa- 

tion and human rights. He was named 

Citizen of the Year by the Edmonton 
Journal in 1986. 


Q How long have you been on 
Edmonton City Council, and why 
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did you get involved in municipal 
politics? 

I have been a member of City 
Council for 12 years. My advocacy 
work with HIV Edmonton in the 
1980s and my commitment to make 
the city more inclusive—the queer 
community, newcomers, persons 
with disabilities—were among the 
reasons I ran for City Council. 


You’re running again for City 
Councillor in Ward 4. What is your 
position on the following issues: 


article continues on page 18... 
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Pride Centre of 
Edmonton Update 


by Kathy Da Silva 


J es, we are now formally up and 
running! We are in the same 
’ space for now, with Ruby 
Swanson, John Gee, Albert Blanchette, 
Peter Pratt and Kathy Da Silva as the 
official working group. Jen Buxton is 
retaining her volunteer coordinator 
responsibilities and will be working with 
the board, assisted by Jen Leech of Youth 
Understanding Youth, Edmonton’s very 
own GLBTQ youth group. Jonathan 
Guay will continue to work on the Pride 
Centre website. There are five additional 
board positions to be filled by mid 
September. Thanks to all of you who 
have expressed interest in getting 
involved now. Remember we have four 
boards to set up, so come on out and 
get involved. We have a logo designed by 
one of our community members! We 
need a tag line and will come out to the 
clubs and community events in the fall 
to get community participation in 
determining what this should be! There 
is a feedback link in our website where 
you can send us your ideas! Whether in 
person or online, we need your input. 
July was been a month of incredible 
learning as far as the Jasper Ave. prop- 
erty is concerned! Although financing 
was in place for the property, two 
appraisals came in very far apart, with 
a third confirming the lower amount. 
The board then lowered their offer, 
unprepared to pay more than the 
appraised value of the building, and it 
was rejected by the vendors. A special 
thanks to Tom Hutchinson for his advice 
and financial help with the appraisal! 
We are currently working with a couple 
of realtors to explore other options. 
Needless to say, this was very disap- 
pointing, but the board has grown to 


be very resilient and we are very hopeful 
that another, even more fantastic prop- 
erty will come our way! In the interim, 
Pride Centre will operate out of the same 
space that GLCCE operated out of, 
since the property manager has been very 
cooperative and has agreed to a monthly 
lease. This allows us time to explore 
other possibilities without the stress of 
having to move by a specific date. 

We have put together a formal busi- 
ness plan that will accompany the 
Community Initiatives Program appli- 
cation. Here is a look at some of the 
significant elements of the plan. 

Pride Centre of Edmonton will 
require capital and operational funding 
totaling $2 million for five years, to 
be divided into the following areas: 

1. Capital funding will secure a build- 
ing chosen by the executive to house 
Pride Centre and its four corpora- 
tions and will also be used to 
enhance the facility. 

2. Operational funding will provide 
salaries for three full-time and three 
part-time staff for five years, cover 
utilities, insurance, taxes and pro- 
gramming expenses for the same 
duration. 


We intend to secure funding for this in 
a myriad of ways, including government 
grants, corporate sponsors, private 
donors, lenders and private investors. 
We have already received donations from 
several individuals in the community! 
Thanks to all of you who have been and 
continue to be so supportive! 

The following staff positions will 
report to the Executive of Pride Centre 
of Edmonton: 


Program Manager (35 hours per week) 
Responsible for designing, implementing 
and evaluating all programs and admin- 
istering the day-to-day activities of the 
agency 
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Administrative Assistant (18 hours/week) 
Responsible for providing administra- 
tive support to other Pride Centre staff 
and ensuring effective operation of the 
centre’s information systems 


Volunteer and Fund Development Coordinator 
(35 hours/week) 

Responsible for supervising and coor- 
dinating the activities of Pride Centre 
volunteers and organizing community 
events and fundraising activities 


Youth Outreach Worker (35 hours/week) 
Responsible for delivering the youth 
programs and for community outreach 
on youth issues 


Project Coordinator, Gay Men’s Outreach Crew 
(18 hours/week) 

Responsible for administering commu- 
nity education, health and wellness 
awareness, HIV prevention, outreach 
and health promotion programs for 
gay/bisexual/MSM youth and men 


Women’s Outreach Coordinator (18 hours/week) 
Responsible for administering commu- 
nity education, health and wellness 
awareness, outreach and health promo- 
tion programs for lesbian and bisexual 
women 


If you might be interested in one of 
the positions, stay in touch with us. 
We'll let you know the minute the CIP 
grant has been approved and other 
funds have been secured. We'll also keep 
you posted with the property develop- 
ments!! If you would like to volunteer 
please email Jen at volunteers@pride 
centreofedmonton.org 

Come and visit us in our redecorated 
office on the forth floor at 9912-106 St.! 
Check out the message board in our web- 
site (www.pridecentreofedmonton.org) 
and stay in touch!¥ 

—Cheers! Kathy, John, Peter, Ruby, Jen, Albert 
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friday, october 1, 9:00 pm 
Curling with Pride. The first league 
night of the 2004-2005 season. 
Shamrock Curling Club 9330-80 


Ave. Call Lance at 479-2038, e-mail 


|_d_a@telus.net, or visit 
hetp://Awww.curlingwithpride.com/ 


october 7, 9 pm, october 8 and 10, 
7 pm and 9:30 pm 

She Hate Me. Spike Lee’s new film 
about an out-of-work corporate 
executive who turns to selling his 

sperm to lesbian couples for cash. 

Metro Cinema in the Citadel 

Theatre. Call 425-9212 or visit 
www.metrocinema.org for info. 


tuesday, october 12 7:30 to 9:30 pm 
Lesbian? Dyke? Bisexual? Unsure? 
The Women’s Coming Out group 


can help. Coming out is a process of 
understanding, accepting and valuing 
one’s sexual orientation. Get support, 
information and meet new people in a 
safe, confidential environment. Starts 


October 12 at The Pride Centre of 
Edmonton, #45, 9912-106 St. For 
more info contact Joanne at 


JoanneMac3@hormail.com or contact 


the Pride Centre at 488-3234 and 


leave a message for Joanne or Janet. 


saturday, october 16, 7 pm 
Womonspace Annual General 
Meeting and Dance. Get involved 


with Womonspace! All Womonspace 


members are eligible to attend. 
Memberships will be on sale. 
Everyone at the AGM gets into the 
dance for free! Westmount Hall, 
10970-127 St. 


saturday, october 16, 9 pm to 1am 
Womonspace Dance. Celebrate 
that Womonspace board position 
you just volunteered for! 
Westmount Hall, 10970-127 St. 
Call 482-1794 to volunteer. 
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Roxy Theatre’s New Season 


he Roxy Theatre’s 2004-2005 

season will showcase the Theatre 

Network’s XXXth season as well 
as productions by Kill Your Television 
Theatre and theatREpublic & Brass 
Monkey Productions. Check out www. 
attheroxy.com for more information. 


The Black Rider: The Casting of the 
Magic Bullets 


by Tom Waits, Robert Wilson 
and William S. Burroughs 


Oct 7 to 24, 2004 

Bursting with the art of the future and 
steeped in the folklore of the past, The 
Black Rider is a bizarre and macabre 
new form of musical theatre, created by 
rock icon Tom Waits, beat poet William 
S. Burroughs, and theatrical innovator 
Robert Wilson. 

Marion Bridge 

by Daniel Maclvor 

Nov 18 to Dec 5, 2004 

An alcoholic actress, a not-so-simple 
nun, and a TV-addicted recluse are 
finally forced together by their mother’s 
illness. The creeping memories the sist- 
ers thought they shared have been skewed 
by time, and unraveling the truth 
becomes more complicated when new 
and unexpected developments muddy 
the waters. 


The Christmas Carol Project 2004 
Dec 14 to 19, 2004 

The show that puts the “cool” in 
Christmas. The spirit of the classic 
Dickens tale has been captured and 
translated into a modern roots music cel- 
ebration. Edmonton’s hippest Christmas 
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Tradition returns—a unique fusion of 
theatre and music. 


Hosanna 
by Michel Tremblay 
(translated by John Van Burek and Bill Glassco) 


Jan 20 to Feb 6, 2005 

Adorned in her glittering sequins, heavy 
makeup and reeking perfume, an aging 
drag queen seeks the moment of her 
utmost glory. She is faced instead with 
an incredible shock. She is confronted 
with the cruelty of her friends and her 
leather-clad lover, and with the glaring 


november’s melelte ss 


Do you enjoy a night at | 
: the opera or would you 
rather stay home and — 
* watch Queer as Folk? — 
Do you consider People 
magazine a guilty pleasure 
or required reading? 


Tell us about what kind of 
‘culture you enjoy. - 


max 500 words 
submit text and photos by 
october 15th to 


Wwomonspace @hotmail.com 
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contradictions in her life. Trapped in 
her own dress, imprisoned in her own 
persona, Hosanna undergoes a coura- 
geous confrontation with her illusions 
that is both heartbreaking and liberating. 


Fool For Love 
by Sam Shepard 


March 3 to 13th, 2005 


Set in a stark motel room at the edge of 


the Mojave desert, Foo! For Love is an 


intense yet sharply humorous study of 


love, hate and the dying myths of the 
Old West. 


Summer of My Amazing Luck 

by Chris Craddock 

(based on the novel by Miriam Toews) 

A WORLD PREMIERE 

Apr 7 to 24, 2005 

Lucy lives in a Winnipeg Housing Project, 
and she hardly speaks to her father. Her 
mom is dead. She didn’t grieve right, and 
she became promiscuous. She doesn’t 
know who the father of her child is. 

In a beat-up van full of kids and toys, 
Lucy and her best friend Lish go on a 
road trip. It is a hilarious and heart- 
breaking journey that takes Lucy into 
her memories and her future. She dis- 
covers hurt and happiness, the joy of 
having a son, and most of all, her 
amazing luck. 


The Syncrude Next Generation 

Arts Festival 

June 2 to 12, 2005 

As Theatre Network turns XXX, nextfest 
turns X. A X-day festival, nextfest MMV 
will feature over LD artists in over L 
performances of dance, theatre, music, 
visual art, and collaborations of different 
forms. Running from June II through 
XII in more than XV venues across the 
city, nextfest MMV will feature the 
newest works and the hottest talent from 
Edmonton and beyond.¥ 
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Val McD 


Rainbow, the author of our 
monthly Astroscopes column, 


has decided to retire from her 


clairvoyant duties. Thanks so 
much, Rainbow, for all of your 


work with Womonspace. 


We’re sure our readers will 


miss you dearly. 
lf you are interested in writing 


a monthly horoscope column 


for Womonspace, 


please contact 


womonspace @hotmail.com 
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... Award winning mystery author 
Monday October 18 7:30 PM 


(The new Wire in the Blood series 
airs on Showcase, October 2) 


PLUS. 


Check out all our author events 


this fall and try us first! 


7925-104 Street ~ 439.2005 
www.greenwoods.com 
books@greenwoods.com 
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Community news 
Womonspace AGM 


he Womonspace Annual General 

Meeting will be held October 16, 

2004, 7:00 PM, at the Westmount 
Hall (10970-127 St.). You must be a 
Womonspace member to attend— 
memberships will be on sale beforehand. 
Everyone who attends the AGM gets 
into the dance for free! 

Womonspace will be electing a new 
board at this meeting, so come and vol- 
unteer. Here’s a list of the Board Members 
and a summary of their responsibilities: 


President 

¢ Chair Womonspace meetings and rep- 
resent Womonspace in the community 

Vice-President 

¢ Assist President and act as liaison 
between Womonspace and other orga- 
nizations 


Secretary 

¢ Take minutes at all Womonspace 
meetings and be responsible for all 
correspondence 

Treasurer 

* Be responsible for bank deposits, bill 
payments, and presenting financial 
statements at Womonspace meetings 

Membership Director 

¢ Maintain and update complete mem- 
bership list 

Activities Director 

¢ Promote cultural, recreational and social 
entertainment for the membership 


&& & 
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Public Relations Director 

¢ Foster awareness among the lesbian 
community about activities and ser- 
vices of Womonspace 

e Advertise events and other activities 


Newsletter Director 
e Act as editor of womonspace newsletter 


Volunteer Co-Ordinator 
¢ Solicit, contact and organize volun- 
teers for dances and other social events 


ARE YOU CRAFTY? 


We're looking for crafts and trades 
people interested in renting a 
table at a Community Fair. Contact 
womonspace@hotmail.com or leave 
a message at 489-1794. 
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vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 


T: 604.254.2543 
Toll Free: 1.888. WYM. WARE 
WwW. Wwomynsware.com 


WomynsWare: 


TESA 161 Seett 


For more info call Wo—oo0z8, 
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(Confidentiality Assured) ; 

Name(s) q 

Address : 

y 

City Postal Code : 

Phone E-mail ; 
12 month membership fee: 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 
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“I New Member 4 Renewal 1) Associate 

4 I would like to be a volunteer 

‘4 Please mail my newsletter to my home Tol Enclosed: 
4 I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events S 

4 I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 

4 I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 
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Entity Identity 


by Joan White Calf 


here the hell are we 
'Mildred?” This is one 


of my many mantras. 


44 


Translation: I’m in a bad moment. The 
introspection this little ditty creates is 
enough to allow the force field to safely 
surround me and get me gone from some 
serious weirdness. This will stop any 
floating evilness from inhabiting your 
skin and stop a serious candy binge. You 
know—like when you walk into a store 
and not one single person will glance 
your way, let alone serve you because 
you've gone grocery shopping straight 
from work and you smell like gasoline 
and hay. 

Pve come to appreciate that there are 
days when I am invisible and really like 


it. Sometimes I’m just not up to being 
stared at. Wild animals are similar—you 
can pass relatively close by and they 
will remain calm but they will take off 


if you actually pause to look at them. 

“Who the fuck am I?” Another 
favourite mantra. This saying will often 
follow a really embarrassing moment 
committed by moi. Like recently when 
I blurted out “ride the pony daddy” 
whilst volunteering at the Folk Festival. 
We were trying to hoist up a big tent 
and all our body weight was balancing 
on a swivelling jig pole. All the men 
I was working with pretty much sized 
me up in one sweeping gaze. 

“What’s you mother’s maiden name?” 


article continues on page 16... 
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Connect with other Women Coming Out! 


Do you identify as Lesbian? Dyke? Bisexual? Unsure? 
The Women’s Coming Out Group can help. 
Coming out is a process of understanding, accepting and valuing 
one’s sexual orientation. Get support, information and meet new 


people in a safe, confidential environment. Facilitated by 
professional women! 


Starts Tuesday, October 12, 2004, 7:30-9:30 pm 
At Pride Centre of Edmonton, #45, 9912-106St 


For more info contact Joanne at joanneMac3@hotmail.com 


You can also call Pride Centre at 488-3234 and 
leave a message for Joanne or Janet. 
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Free to Be Me 


by Mickey Wilson 


“...and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.” 


ow could anything contained in 

the Bible relate to coming out as 

trans? While you may not want 
to ascribe too much to the rhetoric in 
the Bible, there is much wisdom in the 
words, read as they are, without extrap- 
olating other meaning to them. 

As I found myself in the trans com- 
munity many years ago, I noticed that 
some people had, indeed, found their 
truth, found comfort in their identity 
and in sharing their true selves with 
others. Some trans people, though, 
seemed desperately unhappy, unfulfilled, 
lonely and isolated. 

I pondered on what made some 
trannies happy and well-adjusted, while 
others seemed so despairing, so desolate. 
One of the things I noticed about the 
people who seemed happy was that they 
were out. They didn’t dwell on what 
people would think of them, or fret 
over if they passed well enough, or even 
whether they would lose their jobs or 
their friends. They were confident peo- 
ple. They were sure of themselves, even 
though they weren’t sure of what their 
future would be. They knew the freedom 
that would come in speaking their truth, 
in acting on the truth they saw within. 
It made me realize something very 
important. I was concerned for a brief 
time about being perceived as a freak. 
I was afraid to take action about feeling 
male and appearing female. Then I real- 
ized: | am already a freak! 

Some people view being trans as a 
hindrance, something they are ashamed 
of, something they once were, or that 


—John 8:31-32 


only poses challenges with no benefits. 
I love being trans. It’s opened up a world 
I didn’t realize existed, a world of free- 
dom, a world in which I have choices 
and a say in my own destiny. Each day 
is a day in which I can be live fully and 
without fear. 

Many trans people do “stealth” 
transitions—move to a new city, change 
jobs, do everything they can so that no 
one has to know they are trans. I have 
taken a totally opposite approach. I have 
stayed in the same city, in my same 
community, continued to eat at the same 
restaurants, stayed in the same job, 
have the same friends. 1AM NOT A 
DIFFERENT PERSON!! Why should 
I have to change my life in order to 
accommodate other people’s possible 
discomfort? Sometimes the truth isn’t 
what we want it to be. Sometimes it’s 
painful. Sometimes it’s just unexpected. 

One of the most difficult aspects of 
coming out for me has been the multi- 
tudes of ways I’ve needed to come out. 
Like many of us, I have come out several 
times to the same people. First as gay, 
then as lesbian, then as a dyke, then as 
a genderbender, then as transgendered, 
then as transsexual, then as queer, then 
as a trannyfag, then as a queer, then... 
what will be next? 

A few years ago, people started seeing 
me as a gay man. I thought this was an 
amazing “accomplishment.” I was being 
seen for how I felt! But then it started to 
feel trapping. I was gay to them/queer to 
me. But I certainly wasn’t gay in the way 


article continues on page 16... 
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OUR MEMBERSHIP RATES: 

Monthly - $6.00 

6 Months - $20 

Yearly-§30 

Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 
except New Years Eve and our Aids Benefit) 


DOOR CHARGES: 
After the Sunday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 


Womonspace 


dance, the Roost Members - Before 10pm - Free 
After 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 


is offering free After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 
cover to anyone 
who submits a Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 


ticket stub to the After 10 pm (weekdays) - $4.00 
door staff After 10 pm (weekends) - $b.00 


(Although there is free cover until ) 


"yuan | _ 10345 - 104 Street 
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Saturday, October 16th 


Get involved with Womonspace! All Womonspace 
members are eligible to attend the AGM at 7 pm, 
prior to the dance. Memberships will be on sale, 


Everyone at the AGM gets into the dance tor free! 


Westmount Hall 
10970-127 St. 


9pm totam 


Celebrate that board position you 
just volunteered for! 


$5/members (with card) $10/non-members. ~ Call 482-1794 to volunteer. 
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entertainment 
Book Review 


by Jeanne Wood 


Barbara Wilson’s Gaudi Afternoon 


a ve been a huge fan of lesbian mys- 
f tery novelist Barbara Wilson for 
years. Her Pam Nilsen series inter- 
twines a coming out narrative with 
crime-solving that explores feminist and 
global politics on many different levels. 
For me, Sisters of the Road (the second 
novel of the series) defines the lesbian 
mystery genre: it is a powerful, dis- 
turbing story of Pam’s efforts to solve 
the murder of one teenage runaway and 
expose the circumstances that led 
another to leave home. 

Working on the womonspace news- 
letter about Identity made me decide to 
pick up another of Wilson’s novels, 
Gaudi Afternoon. It’s the first in another 
of Wilson’s series, this one about globe- 
trotting translator Cassandra Reilly, and 
it plays with our culture’s comfortable 
assumptions about gender and identity. 
Cassandra is asked by Frankie, a young 
American woman, to accompany her to 
Barcelona and help her find her ex- 
husband, Ben. Cassandra soon discov- 
ers that Ben is in fact a lesbian, that 
Frankie, a transsexual, is the ex= 
husband, and that they are engaged 
in a bitter custody dispute over their 
young daughter Delilah. Much of their 
dispute is over who is the best care- 
giver, which in turn becomes a dispute 
over which one of them can properly 
claim to be Delilah’s mother. Ben com- 
plains that Frankie is “‘trying to usurp 
my biological role’” as mother, while 
Frankie asserts that it’s “‘completely 
accidental what sort of bodies we were 
born into.’” She adds: “‘Ben has lots 
more male energy than I have! It’s so 
ironic that just because she has a real 


uterus she was able to have our baby 
and not me!’” 

As she works to keep up to speed 
with the volatile relationship between 
Frankie and Ben, Cassandra experiments 
with her own identity. Uncomfortable 
with a chic new haircut, she takes the 
scissors to it and cuts off all her hair. 
Her reaction to being perceived as a 
man alternates between amusement 
and frustration and mingles with her 
own original misperceptions about Ben 
and Frankie to give her new insights 
into gender and identity: 

“...it was as if I were at a masquer- 
ade ball and everyone, at the very same 
moment, lifted their masks, and I saw 
gender for what it was, something that 
stood between us and our true selves. 
Something that we could take off and 
put on at will. Something that was, 
strangely, like a game.” 

By the end of the novel, Delilah per- 
suades her parents to reconcile, but not 
before a few more surprises about char- 
acters’ identities. If you want to read a 


article continues on page 16... 
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Community news 


Learning with Queer Youth 


By Kristy Harcourt 


or the past year, I’ve been working 
as project coordinator of Out Is 
In—an arts project about LGBT 
issues. Mostly, this has involved creating 
art projects with teenagers and young 
adults, but also planning a camp and 
doing talks about homophobia for 
grade 11 calm classes. 
For me, all of this has led inevitably 
to remembering myself as a quite awk- 
ward teenager. When I was a 17, and 
not yet out, my best friend lived with 
two ‘older’ lesbians. They were 25 and 
I thought they were so wise. I would just 
sit around and listen to them and read 
their Dykes to Watch Out For comics. 
Now I’m 31—and learning so much 
from teenagers. 
This summer, Out Is In offered a 
drop-in summer arts studio for youth— 
with the help of the University of 
Alberta’s Faculty of Education. The 
youth worked most of the time on the 
different stages of a photo self-portrait. 
Once a week an invited and screened 
adult would join us in the studio. These 
adult mentors (we called them Special 
Guest Friends) would chat about their 
own work and offer comments about 
the youth projects. The SGFs offered 
insights about growing up queer, and 
the youth participants listened eagerly. 
¢ A photographer who came out young 
in the early 70s talked about what it 
was like to come out when “no one 
knew a word for it.” 

¢ A theatre artistic director talked about 
the heights of his career, but also about 
the impact of having been targeted 
sexually by older colleagues as a teen 
performer. 

¢ An accomplished writer and performer 
taught a workshop about spoken word 
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performance and offered the youths 
constructive feedback as writers. 

e¢ A rock band drummer talked about 
being gay in rock—how it’s not as 
straight as you think, and explained 
how a vinyl record is made. 

e¢ An athlete who uses a wheelchair 
talked about her sport, the connections 
in her life between being out and dis- 
ability, and let the youths try out her 
chair. 


One comment more than one youth 
artist made after these visits is that they 
don’t usually meet older LGBT people 
unless it’s in a bar (where many of them 
are under age) and where they feel the 
older person ts hitting on them. I hope 
we, as a Community, can create more 
times to connect across ages—to learn 
from and teach each other. We only have 


article continues on page 18... 


B&D 
EMPORIUM 


Clothing for bad 
boys and girls 


9652 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton 


780-428-LTHR 


426 8th Ave. S.E. 
Calgary 
403-265-7789 


Fetish, latex, leather, PVC © 


OAd ‘“Jeuyea| ‘xaye] ‘ysHe+ 


Magazines, pride supplies, boots and shoes 
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Entity Identity. .. continued from page 10. 


Now this question will stop me dead in 
my tracks. I have to ponder—which 
mother? Birthmother, adoptive mother 
or stepmother? If I happen to be on the 
spot for a code to access my bank records 
or student loans, my stammering usually 
stops all further communiqués. 

“Father’s place of birth?”(Same as 
above.) 

“Maiden name?” You mean before | 
was married and adopted or after being 
adopted and then married? 

“Medical history?” This question was 
a real favourite during my pregnancies. 
Try feeling in control of your body when 
you keep repeating to professional 
strangers, “uh, I dunno...... ep 

“Married or Divorced?” Okay I’m 
‘divorced’ but that was another century 
ago. Is there no ‘bachelor lesbian’ col- 
umn I could put a little check mark in? 

“Children?” Now that one I can 
answer in full confidence, hands on hips, 
“Two.....that I know about.” 

During a recent interview I was 
asked, “tell us a bit about yourself.” My 
mantra kicks in....I’m in a mental black- 
out. I can feel my lips forming words but 
I have no idea what’s being said. I do 
much better when I’m the one asking 
the questions. The name you were born 
with—do you have it still? What nation- 
ality are you? Who do you list as next 
of kin? Who will you call if you need to 
borrow 50 bucks? If your car breaks 
down, who will come and pick you up? 
Who gets your jokes? Who would feed 
your horse if you were on holiday? Who 
would email you from a foreign country? 
Who would hang with you if the leader 
of the clique got threatened by your 
truthfulness? Who would let you bum a 
cigarette over and over again? Who 
would always look at you and smile? 
Who would appreciate you for your 
inner eccentricity?¥ 


entertainment 


. continued from page 14. 


ie 
Book Review. . 
mystery novel that turns our culture’s 
assumptions about gender and identity 
upside-down, pick up Gaudi Afternoon. 
I highly recommend any of Barbara 
Wilson’s mystery novels: they are smart, 
compassionate, and funny. Almost all 
of them are published in Seattle by Seal 
Press, which Wilson co-founded.¥ 


Pam Nilsen Series 


Murder in the Collective, 1984 
Sisters of the Road, 1986 
The Dog Collar Murders, 1989 


Cassandra Reilly Series 
Gaudi Afternoon, 1990 
Trouble in Transylvania, 1993 


The Death of a Much-Travelled 
Woman, and other Adventures 
with Cassandra Reilly, 1998 
(published by Third Side Press) 


The Case of the Orphaned 
Bassoonists, 2000 


Free to Be Me. . . continued from page 12. 


they assumed I was. I needed to live in 
my reality. I knew it was time to come 
out about how I am queer, in my own 
unique way. It takes courage to see who 
we are. And even greater courage to share 
who we are with others. Sometimes the 
steps are small. Sometimes they are larger 
than we could ever have imagined. 

The freedom obtained though the 
process of becoming and sharing parts 
of ourselves with others is certainly 
worth the challenge of coming to know 
and live those truths. ¥ 
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Douglas Design 


Led 


Select Framing Inc. 


“When all you want to spend...is 
more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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Real Estate 
Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath, a.a. 
Agent 
Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta TSN 1L4 

Fax: (780) 426-5700 

Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 


GONQUIN TRAVEL 


City Centre 


429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 
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Community news 


¢ The mayor proclaiming an annual 
Gay Pride Day 
A | have strongly supported Gay 
Pride Day with Mayor Jan 
Reimer, which she proclaimed. 
I also advocated with Mayor 
Smith with success over the past 
two years (finally!) 
¢ The Smoking by-law 
A I voted to prohibit smoking in 
restaurants, gaming establish- 
ments and bars/nightclubs. 
¢ Environmental issues 
A I am a strong supporter of the 
environment. I have voted to not 
allow development in the River 
Valley, voted for funds to protect 
natural areas, have supported the 
extension of the LRT and addi- 
tional transit services. 
¢The ongoing Winston Churchill 
Square construction 
A I voted against funds for Churchill 
Square. 


There are a number of candidates 
running for mayor this election. Who 
do you think has the most positive 
stand on gay and lesbian issues? 
Mayor Smith has proclaimed Gay 
Pride Week the last two years and has 
supported the HIV Walk. Stephen 
Mandel supported Gay Pride week 
and advertised in the Pride Program 
of 2004. I have no other comments 
on the three major mayoral candi- 
dates. 


Are there individuals running for City 
Council in other Wards that have 
taken a proactive stand on gay and 
lesbian issues? If so, who and what 
wards? 

The following councillors running for 
re-election have supported Gay Pride 
and advertised in the 2004 Pride 


Michael Phair Says “Vote!”. . . continued from page 3. 


Program: 

Ward 1 - Karen Leibovici 
Ward 3 - Janice Melnychuk 
Ward 4 - Jane Batty 

Ward 4 - Michael Phair 
Ward 6 - Dave Thiele 


Although there are many other indi- 
viduals running for Council, nomi- 
nations day is not until September 
20, so the list is not complete. Some 
candidates that I am aware of that 
are supportive are: 

Ward 1 - Linda Sloan 

Ward 2 - Dave Loken 

Ward 4 - Ben Henderson 


Edmontonians are scheduled to vote in 
our municipal election on Monday, 
October 18 between 9 AM and 8 pM. 
The city is divided into six wards, with 
voters in each ward able to choose two 
Councillors and the Mayor. Voters may 
also choose to vote for candidates for 
one of the school boards. Come out and 
exercise your rights and ensure that the 
candidates representing Edmonton stand 
for what you believe in. For more infor- 
mation on the election or the mayoral 
and city council candidates, e-mail 
election&census@edmonton.ca or go 
to www.edmonton.ca¥ 


Community news 


Queer Youth ... continued from page 15. 


our story to offer, and it’s been great for 
me to learn and teach with these brave 
and talented people. This summer pro- 
ject became Queer View Mirror and was 
displayed for the month of September 
at Café Mosaics on Whyte Avenue. 

If you'd like to get involved in Out 
Is In’s next project, email outisin@ 
ualberta.ca or leave a message with 
Andre at 492-0767.¥ 
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resource directory 


arts 

irce Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 PM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 
479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 


Lesbian Book (lub Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 

Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 

Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 
Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 6:00 to 
7:30 PM (Early enough to go for a beer after- 
wards!) Oliver School 10227-118 St. All levels 
welcome and encouraged to come and join in 
the fun. Call 465-3620 for more info/leave 
message. 

Gay and Lesbian Tennis Alliance Weekly recreational 
or competitive tennis. Contact Jennifer at 
jhwheaton@shaw.ca or 432-2023. 

Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 
Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 

Making Waves Swim (lu) Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pM 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 PM at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bow] for fun! Resuming in 
September. Contact Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


churches 

Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 


B'nai Hakeshet (Children of the Rainbow) Edmonton’s 
newest GLBT-friendly spiritual centre. All 
faiths, all people welcome. Find the God 
within! Call Miryam at 233-3719 for details. 
Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
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List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and friends. 
Service at 7 PM Sundays at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 
www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lena.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 
Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 


compusmart.ab.ca 


community action 

AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 
in relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris.wells@shaw.ca 

Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 
www.prideedmonton.org 


hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 

leisure groups 


Breakfast (lu) Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


Dykes on Bikes Love motorcycles? Seeking motor- 
cycle enthusiasts to form a Dykes on Bikes 
group to talk bikes, go on fun rides, etc. 
Everyone welcome, whether you have a bike 
or not! Email dykesonbikes@telus.net or call 
476-6417 with your contact info. 
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resource directory 


Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 


Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 


Open Door Club at ONC Weekly meetings, events 
and awareness. odcgmc@msn.com 


OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 

The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 
radio 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Classifieds 


accommodations 

Shared Accommodation. $300/mo. (all- 
inclusive except telephone). Near Kingsway 
Mall, close to bus routes to the southside and 
the university. Call Tracey at 619-9723. 
Shared accommodation in house. $350/mo. 


plus 1/3 utilities. Call Sharie at 475-1502. 

Should you pay more to rent than to own? No 
down payment required. For more informa- 
tion, phone Sylvia MacKinnon at 459-2000. 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 
year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 
Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15-Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 


AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


Roommate Wanted. Female to share two- 
bedroom main floor of a house. $350/month 


Classified ad deadline is ¢ px on October roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-memb 
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.. Continued. 


Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 PM. #45, 9912-106 St. Call 488-3234. 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third Monday 
of the month at a bi-friendly location. Contact 
bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 422-6207. 


Pride Centre of Edmonton #45, 9912-106 St. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 7-10 pm. Call 488- 
3234 or visit www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@interbaun.com 


True Spirit North Mixed gender Trans support 
group. We have a new meeting place at 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave. Last 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30-9:30 pM. Call 
405-4134, www.members.shaw/ca/truespirit/ 


Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at GLCCE. Contact yuyedm@hotmail.com 


PO 


ers. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


plus 1/3 utilities. Located 2 blocks south of 
the SPCA. Call Anne at 915-6030 


opportunities 
Call for Submissions: Loud & Queer Cabaret 
is looking for short scripts about queer life, 


and for performers for this November’s show. 
For more info call 477-5955. 


Belly Dance Classes. Don’t knock it ‘til ya 
shake it! Call Valda 479-8234 


Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. Five 
flavours are available at the cost of $2 each. 
Call 423-3737 during office hours, Monday 
to Friday. 


For Sale: Extra lean ground beef and bulk 
beef from certified organic farm. Call (780) 
764-2319 or email blumkad@telusplanet.net 


personals 
SWF seeking SWF? Place your personal ad 
here. Contact womonspace@hotmail.com 
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alexis“hlady 


From CASTLES to CONDOS 
..and everything in between 


Alexis Hlady, Agent — Sutton Challenge 


Suttow 201, 6650-177 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5T 4J5 


Ld. tx 780) 444-2017 7 - alexishomes@s wwwalexishomes.info 


Jour C. Lroyp 
Barrister & Solicitor 


90 Canada Western Bank Place 
" _ 10303 Jasper Avenue 
/ Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 
(780) 442-4417 
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NEW DEAL FOR EDMONTON 
~NEW DEAL FOR WARD 4 


Campa 


